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Introduction 
 
Introduction to Trial Advocacy (ITA) is a joint project born out of decades of experience teaching trial advocacy 
and trying cases.   
 
The core concept is this: We learn to try cases best by doing.  Intro to Trial Advocacy was designed to provide 
an overview of trial basics for students and new lawyers. Trial Guides suggests using one of these three 
methods for using this course for self-study:  
 

1. Group study: Work with a group of peers to practice elements and discuss coursework. *Note: all 
participants will need to purchase the course to have access to the materials. 

2. Mentor: Work with a mentor who is able to review your work. *Note: Trial Guides cannot provide a 
mentor for this program.  

3. Self-study: Work at your own pace to watch the lectures, read material, and complete the assignments 
in this workbook. *Note: Even with self-study we encourage you to work with a colleague, friend, or 
family member to complete the drills.  
 

Utilizing any of these methods will provide you with an opportunity to practice the skills 
 
Instructors: 

Spencer Pahlke - Walkup, Melodia, Kelly & Schoenberger, Berkeley Law 
Elizabeth Fraley - Baylor Law, The Fraley Firm 
Robert Little - Baylor Law 
Nicholas Cotter, Graduate Assistant - Berkeley Law 
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ITA Course Materials 
 
ITA includes several materials, all of which work together: 
 

● Video lectures.  The lectures range in length from 4 minutes to 20 minutes.  They are set up to be 
easily digestible when first watching them, but also easy to go back to for reference.  
 

● Transcripts.  All of our videos are transcribed, with timestamps.  If you’d like to go back and re-watch a 
specific section, you can find that section and the timestamp in the transcript.  Many people also find 
the learning easier when there is a written version to go along with the video.  
 

● Fact patterns.  We have both civil (Pearson v. Quick-Time Movers, Inc.) and criminal (State v. Bell) 
fact patterns.  Depending on whether you are focused on civil or criminal practice, they are intertwined 
with each workbook.  As you move through the course, you will be doing both advocacy drills and 
evidence drills based on your fact pattern.   
 

● Workbooks. You will need to decide whether you want to complete the course using the civil or 
criminal fact pattern and choose the corresponding workbook to complete the course. You may also 
choose to: 
 

○ Switch back and forth between the civil and criminal workbooks 
○ Finish one workbook and then use the other to review what you have learned. 

 
A Word on Evidence 
 
To learn the basic pieces of trial, we need a rudimentary understanding of some of the rules of evidence.   
Given our focus on the elements of trial in ITA, this course is not designed to take the place of a proper 
evidence class. The goal is simply to get you familiar with the evidentiary issues that come up frequently in 
trial, to get you ready to try a case.  
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The Course Breakdown 
 

1. Tab One: Opening Statements 
Storytelling 

● Read:  
○ Pearson v. Quick-Time Movers, Inc. (Civil) or State v. Bell (Criminal) and choose 

corresponding workbook.1 
● Video Lectures: 

○ 1-1 (Opening, Overview of Basic Structure)  
○ 1-2 (Opening, Themes / Theories) 
○ 1-3 (Opening, Storytelling) 

● Assignment:  
○ Prepare a 5-minute story about anything you find interesting, whether it is a life 

experience, a travel adventure, or something totally made up. Use what you 
learned in the ITA video lecture to build and tell your story.  

Openings 
● Video Lectures:  

○ 1-4 (Opening, The Law) 
○ 1-5 (Opening, The Proof) 
○ 1-6 (Opening, Introducing Your Client) 
○ 1-7 (Opening, Conclusion) 
○ 1-8 (Opening, Arguing in Opening Statement) 

● Reading: 
○ Elements of Trial, Chapter 9 - Opening Statements 

● Assignment 
○ Prepare a 5-minute opening statement using Pearson v. Quick-Time Movers, Inc. 

 
 
 

2. Tab Two: Direct Examination 
● Video Lectures:   

○ 2-1 (Direct, Three Types of Questions) 
○ 2-2 (Direct, Basics) 
○ 2-3 (Direct, More Advanced Techniques) 

● Reading 
○ Elements of Trial, Chapter 10 - Direct Examination 

● Assignment 
○ Prepare a 6-minute direct examination for your assigned witness in Pearson.  

 
 
  

 
1 You will need to decide whether you'll use Pearson v. Quick-Time Movers, Inc., (civil) or State v. Bell (criminal), or both, 
during the course.  Options include: (a) Switching back and forth between (meaning you will need to consciously pick if 
you’re doing the civil or criminal versions of the drills from section to section); (b) doing one packet for most of the course, 
then introducing the other packet at the end to review; or (c) using only one packet throughout the course. 



 

4 

 
 

3. Tab Three: Cross Examination 
● Video Lectures: 

○ 3-1 (Cross, Basics) 
○ 3-2 (Cross, Special Issues in CX) 

● Reading 
○ Elements of Trial, Chapter 11 - Cross Examination 

● Assignment 
○ Prepare Advocacy Drill No. 1. 

 
 

4. Tab Four: Closings 
● Video Lectures:  

○ 4-1 (Closing, Overview of Basic Structure) 
○ 4-2 (Closing, The Argument) 
○ 4-3 (Closing, The Final Plea) 
○ 4-4 (Closing, Rebuttal) 

● Reading  
○ Elements of Trial, Chapter 16 - Closings  

● Assignment 
○ Prepare Advocacy Drill No. 2 

 
 

5. Tab Five: Making a Record 
Evidence - Relevance, 403, Introduction to Hearsay 

 
● Video Lectures:  

○ 5-1 (Evidence, How to Make Objections) 
○ 5-2 (Evidence, How to Argue Objections) 
○ 5-4 (Evidence, How to Make a Record) 
○ 5-5 (Evidence, Relevance) 
○ 5-6 (Evidence, Rule 403) 
○ 5-7 (Evidence, Hearsay) 

● Assignment 
○ Prepare Evidence Drills  

■ No. 1 (Rules 401, 403, 602)  
■ No. 2 (801(a)-(c)) 

● Reading  
○ Elements of Trial, Chapter 12 - Making a Record 
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Evidence - Hearsay Continued  
● Video Lectures:  

○ 5-8 (Evidence, Not Hearsay) 
○ 5-9 (Evidence, Hearsay Exceptions) 

● Assignment 
○ Prepare Evidence Drills  

■ No. 3 (801(d))  
■ No. 4 (803, 804, 807). 

 
Evidence - Character, Habit, and Experts 

● Video Lectures:  
○ 5-10 (Evidence, Character Evidence) 
○ 5-11 (Evidence, Experts)  

● Assignment 
○ Prepare Evidence Drills:  

■ No. 5 (404, 406, 608, 609)  
■ No. 6 (702, 703) 

 
 

 
6. Tab Six: Interstitial Matters 

● Video Lectures:  
○ 2-4 (Direct, Using a Stipulation) 
○ 2-5 (Direct, Refreshing Recollection) 
○ 3-3 (Cross, Impeachment) 
○ 4-3 (Evidence, How to Authenticate and Offer Evidence) 

● Assignment 
○ Prepare Advocacy Drills:  

■ No. 3 (Impeachment) 
■ No. 4 (Refreshing Recollection) 
■ No. 5 (Offering Evidence.) 

 


