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TIMED AGENDA  

:00 Trial Preparation 

:10 Theories and Themes 

:20 Voir Dire Techniques and Formulas 

:55  Opening Statement Techniques 

1:30 Q&A  

2:00 End 

TOTAL MINUTES: 90 MIN AND 30 MIN Q&A 
 
Program Start Time: 9:30 am PT 
Program End Time: 11:30 am PT 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 
Fong Eric. (2022) The Trimmings, Paper, (12 Pages)  
 
TRIAL GUIDES COURSE NO. 220210 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DESCRIPTION  
In this 90-minute program, lawyers Eric Fong and Ben Wells will share some of 
the strategies they’ve used to get historic verdicts and earn awards and 
widespread recognition as cutting edge, nationally respected, and feared trial 
attorneys. This program will focus on how to get your case out of the gates with 
a winning formula for an effective voir dire and powerful opening statement. 

Fong and Wells will discuss their strategies for: 

• trial preparation 

• theories and themes 

• voir dire techniques and formulas 

• opening statement techniques and structure 

Eric Fong is a trial lawyer with an impressive career with over a hundred cases 
tried to a verdict. Some of his landmark cases include the creation of the 
constitutional right of intimate association in Washington State, where Fong 
protected the rights of low income housing residents against oppressive “crime 
control” measures. With cases ranging from murder to white collar crime, and 
medical malpractice to toxic fume cases, few lawyers can match Fong’s breadth 
of experience in various fields of law. Eric Fong is a frequent lecturer at the Trial 
Lawyers College and has held leadership positions with several well known legal 
organizations. 

Ben Wells has devoted over twenty-five years of his life to the representation of 
people who have been injured physically, emotionally, or financially by the 
negligence or malpractice of others. He has handled nearly a thousand cases 
during his career. And although a vast majority were injury cases, he has also 
represented people who have been victimized by the malpractice of professionals 
or from criminal acts such as assault or sexual abuse. His recent results include 
several multimillion-dollar jury verdicts and settlements.
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PRESENTER 

 

ERIC FONG 
 

• Trial Attorney, Founder Fong Law 
• J.D., Seattle University School of Law 
• B.S., Indiana University 
• WSAJ 
• AAJ 
• Trial Lawyers College 
• Western Trial Lawyers Assoc 
 
Admissions: Washington State, United States District Court, Eastern and Western WA, 
United States Supreme Court, US Court of Appeals, 9th Circuit, United States Tax Couft 

Eric is part of a dying breed of trial lawyers who tries civil and criminal cases with equal 
passion, sophistication, and success.  Landmark cases include the creation of the 
constitutional right of intimate association in Washington State, where Eric protected the 
rights of low income housing residents against oppressive “crime control” measures.  Eric 
represented George Clinton, the iconic funk musician/artist in the largest copyright case in 
American history, and helped him keep his catalogue of work.  Eric obtained the largest 
compensatory damages verdict for one person in Washington State ($91,000,000). 

With over 100 cases tried to a verdict, few lawyers can match Eric’s experience in court.  
With cases ranging from Murder to white collar crime, and medical malpractice to toxic fume 
cases, even fewer lawyers can match the breadth of experience in various fields of law.  A 
student in the art of trying cases, Eric’s mentors are Paul Luvera, Gerry Spence and Rick 
Friedman.  Eric has tried cases with his friend, Nick Rowley, and counts Bill Barton as a close 
personal friend. As a result of these connections, Eric has insights into many of the greatest 
legal minds to ever practice law 

WEBSITE 
Ericfonglaw.com 
 
NOTABLE OUTCOMES 

• Brain Injury $91,000,000; 
• Medical Mal Practice $5,600,00; 
• Trip and Fall $2,700,000; 
• Hendricks v. George Clinton (Represented the iconic Funk 

musician in the seminal copyright case in US jurisprudence); 
• City of Bremerton v. Wadell (Created the constitutional right 

to intimate association for Washington State)  

HONORS 
• Perennial Super Lawyer,  
• Trial lawyer of the year WDTLA 2013 
• Trial Lawyer of the Year TLC 2006 
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BEN WELLS 
 

• Trial Attorney, Founder Wells Trumbull 
• Western Michigan University 
• Thomas Cooley Law School, J.D. 
 
Admissions: Washington State, Michigan 

Ben is 60 years old and has practiced PI since 1989. He has tried 35-40 jury trials. He is 
a TLC graduate and speaks on trial skills and PI practice in Washington State. He was named 
2020 trial lawyer of the year by the Washington State Association of Justice. He has worked 
with his law partner, Josh Trumbull to create a Plaintiff’s Trial Lawyer Guild called “Honey 
Badgers” that mentors up and coming trial lawyers on how to represent injured people.  

 

Ben has an amazing trial team that supports him and together they have tried many cases in 
the last several years. In 2021 he obtained a 4.5 Million dollar jury verdict for a client who 
suffered PTSD and a facet injury in the low back. In 2020 he obtained a 
4.1 Million dollar jury verdict for a client who suffered a left knee meniscus injury 
which required arthroscopic surgery. In 2019 he obtained a 4.4 Million dollar jury verdict for 
a client who suffered a soft tissue SI joint injury. He has obtained 1 million 
dollar verdicts on chiropractic cases and has had numerous large 6 figure verdicts in his 
career.  

 

When not practicing law, he is an avid dirt biker, snow skier, 
kayaker and bushwacker. Ben loves singing and playing in a band and lives in Oso 
Washington with his partner Susan, who has kayaked the inside passage alone, 
his ridiculously large dog, Barnabus and 2 orange cats. He is blessed with a terrific daughter 
and son who make his life complete.  
 

WEBSITE 
https://wellstrumbull.com/ 
 
 

 


